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FAMILIAR
ISSUES, NEW WAY
A new group to campus is working to

give awareness to domestic abuse through
a series of performances
Page 3

OVERCOMING
OBSTACLES
Red-shirt sophmore, Demetre Taylor
tells his story about being from Tampa,
Fla. and enduring hard times while at
Eastern.
Page 8
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“TELL THE TRUTH AND DON’T BE AFRAID”

Show highlights various student talent
By Camm Nicholson
Staff Reporter|@DEN_News
From poetry about love, to improvisational skits to a rendition of Jazmine Sullivan’s “Need U Bad” by a last minute performer, the University Board’s open mic
night showcased talent from many students.
The open mic night took on the motif of
Rainforest Café – with appetizer food and
settings reminiscent of the café. This was
the first open mic night to take on such a
theme, and the result was a larger audience.
David Groves, a senior business management major and event coordinator, hosted
Eastern’s open mic night Wednesday in the
Seventh Street Underground. The Rainforest Café was set into motion by the dimmed
lights and vined walls surrounding the
stage.
For the last year, Groves has hosted various underground events, but none with this
big of an attendance, he said. Groves said
that this event unlike the others was meant
to be more fun.
“Since this is my last year, I wanted to
do something different. I listened to suggestions from students and decided to go with
more of a lounge setting,” Groves said.
The new theme brought in 85 to 90 students. Groves said that this has been the
biggest turnout since karaoke night.
Not only was the event posted around
the campus but marketed through social
networks as well. Audience members like
E.J. Dorsey, a junior psychology major said,
that the performances were good and the
food made all the difference from past experiences.
“I just heard about it and decided to
come. It’s always good to have food, better than the popcorn they’ve had before,”
he said.
Tracey Armstrong, a freshman sociology
major, also took to the stage for her spoken word performance – a second outing
for her.
Armstrong said her love of poetry helped
fueled her motivation to perform. She per-

Student Senate approved the four student feefunded budgets with unanimous consent from
the senate other than the University Board budget.
After reviewing the line items for UB, most of
the senate agreed the $4,530 was reasonable to be
able to put on events more students would likely go to. Aside from two senate members who abstained for a conflict of interest and two members who votes against the UB budget, the other
three budgets were voted in with little questioning from the senate.
While the senate has approved these budgets
including, the apportionment board, the student
government, the UB and the Student Recreation
Center budgets, Dan Nadler, the vice president
for student affairs, has the final approval.
Nadler said his decision will be made before
the senate meeting in order for him to make his
announcement. Despite the need for his final say
so, he said he could not recall a time in which he
has denied the senate-approved budget.
Greg Schooner, associate justice for the student
supreme court, announced the court’s unanimous

Gov. Quinn
to initiate
5-year plan
By Bob Galuski
Managing Editor | @BobGaluski
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Shamera Richards, a junior communication studies major, was the third person to get on
stage. Her bit was spoken word. Before she got on stage she gave the audience a brief warning that her poem contained a lot of swearing.

formed her poem “Lost and Found.”
Groves, being a business management
major, has jumpstarted on his career by
hosting campus events such as open mic
night and also coordinating many dance

productions.
“Everything is a start to anything,” said
Groves.
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Student Senate approves budgets
By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

VOL. 98 | NO. 124

opinion on the debacle during the Fall 2013 Student Senate Speaker election.
During the elections, Hannah Edwards was
elected Student Senate Speaker on majority rule
despite bylaws stating the speaker needed 51 percent of the vote. This was not the case with the
vote essentially being split between Hannah,
Goodman and Chris Pickard, a former senate
member, 8-7-7. There was a re-election and Brandon Goodman had been named Student Senate
Speaker
Edwards had presented a grievance to the
court on the process to insure complications
would not arise in the future.
“We feel the whole process was conducted in
good faith, that there was no malicious intent or
any irreparable damage was done,” Schooner said.
“We fully stand behind the election process results as they turned out.”
They did believe errors were made though, and
the court had some recommendations to avoid
them.
“The most egregious errors were denying senators the right to vote,” Schooner said. “I cant
imagine any context where a senator representing a portion of the student body they represent
would be denied the right to vote.”

He added part of the problem stemmed from
the one enforcing meeting rules running for
speaker, to ensure organization. The court recommended having a temporary parliamentarian during this election.
“Most of the mistakes were in not following
Robert’s Rules,” Schooner said.
The court also recommended the changing the
requirements to become Senate Speaker. He said
to be elected, a senate member must have completed an entire senate term. He added abstains
must count.
Student Body President Kaylia Eskew clarified
these were only recommendations and the senate
can review them to agree or not agree with their
legitimacy.
A resolution to approve the budget to go to
Springfield to lobby April 9 was tabled at the
meeting as well. The trip expenses would cost
$313. The resolution will be voted on at the next
senate meeting at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room in the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
Jarad Jarmon can
be reached at 581-2812
or jsjarmon@eiu.edu

Gov. Pat Quinn gave his state of the budget
address Wednesday, and called for the “biggest
education investment in state history.”
Quinn’s plan would be implemented
throughout the next five years, with a new initiative called the Birth to Five.
His plan, which he hopes will “drive economic growth for the next generation,” centers
on at-risk children who do not receive highquality early education. The plan calls for a
$1.5 billion investment throughout the next
five years.
“At-risk children who don’t receive a highquality early childhood education are
25 percent more likely to drop out of school,
40 percent more likely to become a teen parent, 50 percent more likely to be placed in special education, 60 percent more likely to never
attend college and 70 percent more likely to be
arrested for a violent crime,” Quinn said.
Quinn also called to invest $6 billion in
classrooms throughout the next five years.
Quinn also addressed higher education as
part of the investment.
With an increase in investment to community colleges and four-year public universities,
Quinn wants to expand opportunities for students to attend college.
“That’s why we will double our investment
in MAP college scholarships for students in
need,” Quinn said. “We’ll also increase access
to higher education through dual enrollment
and early college programs.”
Quinn also addressed that hard choices are
still to come for Illinois and the state’s budget.
If action is not taken to stabilize the revenue code, “extreme and radical cuts” will be
imposed on education and public services, he
said.
“Cuts that will starve our schools and result
in mass teacher layoffs, larger class sizes and
higher property taxes,” he said.
Among those cuts, he ticked off a few that
include 13,000 teachers laid off, 21,000 fewer
senior receiving help they need from in-home
caretakers, 30,000 fewer people with mental illnesses receiving the assistance they need,
41,000 fewer children in child care, 30,000
fewer students receiving MAP college scholarships, 11,000 victims of domestic abuse not
receiving shelter and assistance and 3,700 victims of rape left without proper care.
“We cannot stand by and allow savage cuts
to schools and these critical services to unravel the progress we’ve made over the past five
years,” Quinn said.
Quinn also addressed the need to repair and
invest in the state’s infrastructure.
“Five years ago, when I took office, you
worked with me in good faith to pass the largest construction program in Illinois history to
update our roads, our bridges and our schools,”
he said. “That program – Illinois Jobs Now! –
has supported more than 400,000 jobs.”
Among other aspects of the programs,
Quinn said 7,731 miles of road, 1,330 bridges
and 1,048 schools have been built and repaired
since the initiation.
The current pension woes faced by Illinois
also took center stage during the address.

BUDGET, page 5
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Know when to hold 'em

Local weather
TODAY

Rain
High: 58°
Low: 43°

FRIDAY

Mostly Cloudy
High: 54°
Low: 36°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Jalin Rose, a sophmore sociology major, plays cards at the National Panhellenic Council barbecue Wednesday in Greek Court. The barbecue is one of
several events hosted by NPHC in honor of their week.

War to be remembered through symposium
Civil War to be
examined for
Charleston Riot
By Mike Ommen
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Illinois State Historical Society
is inviting Purdue history professor to
Eastern to present about the remembrance of the Civil War on Friday.
Caroline Janney, a Purdue history
professor and author of “Remembering
The Civil War: Reunion and the Limits
of Reconciliation,” will give a presentation about her book at 3:45 p.m. Friday
in the Buzzard Hall auditorium.

Bonnie Laughlin-Schultz, an Eastern history professor, will provide special comment on the presentation.
Some of the points Janney will touch
on are the ways the Union and Confederate veterans, northern and southern women and African-Americans remembered and honored the Civil War
between 1865 and the 1930s. She will
talk about some of the problems with
trying to reunite the nation while still
honoring what each side claimed to
have fought for.
“Anyone interested in the ways in
which different groups understood and
interpreted the war – including history majors – will hopefully be interested in the talk. I hope to connect it to
why people still talk about and debate

the war’s legacies today,” Janney said.
With the city of Charleston putting
on the 150th commemoration of the
“Charleston Riot Days” starting Friday through Sunday in the downtown
Charleston Square, this is a perfect
way to begin the conference, Laughlin-Schultz said. The event is in remembrance of a riot between union soldiers,
who were home on military leave and
the people who were against the war.
Sessions one, two and three will begin at 8:30 a.m. Friday. Session one
will be held in the Edgar Room and will
talk about Contentious Repertoires: Resistance on the Civil War. Session two
will be in the Booth Library Conference Room and this will include Con-

tentious Repertoires: Partisan Politics in
the Prairie State. Session three will be in
the Northwest Reading Room, and this
session will teach more about the Civil War.
Session four and five will begin at
10:30 a.m. Session four will also be in
the Booth Library conference room,
which will talk about the Digital Humanities and Illinois History: Digitized
Databases of Primary Sources. Session
five will partake in the Edgar Room and
this session will cover The Global Civil
War: Teaching the American Civil War
From a Transoceanic Perspective.
Mike Ommen can
be reached at 581-2812
or mwommen@eiu.edu.

String, vocal quartet to serenade Doudna
By Karlie Schoenbeck
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Doudna Fine Arts Center will
be presenting a performance by the
Real Vocal String Quartet at 7:30
p.m. Tuesday in the Theatre of the
Doudna Fine Arts Center.
The RVSQ is an all women’s string
and vocal quartet, composed of Irene
Sazer, Aliza Rose and Dina Maccabee
who are all violinists with cellist Jessica Ivry.
The group released their first, selftitled album in 2010.
Known for being influenced by an
array of different genres from around
the world, their performances are a
mixture of cover tributes to other art-

ists and improvisation that impresses
and moves, said Dan Crews, the director of patron services.
Crews said the groups’ influences
came from Appalachian, Latin American and folk art music.
Although it was Dwight Vaught,
the assistant dean of arts and humanities, who put on this event, Crews
said that he has known about the
Real Vocal String Quartet’s reputation for a long time.
“This show offers people to experience things they wouldn’t normally
see,” Crews said.
It is not just a concert for music students and the community, he
added. The concert is an opportunity for students from all backgrounds

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
youngstownapts@consolidated.net

217-345-2363
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)
2 BEDROOM UNITS STILL AVAILABLE!
Rates starting at $340-355/person
SPECIAL COUPLE RATES!
FULLY FURNISHED!
Large bedrooms with big Closets!
Garden Apts and Townhouse options!
Free Trash and Parking!
Close to campus!
Use Financial Aid to pay your rent!
CALL FOR YOUR PERSONAL SHOWING!

WELCOME
BACK!
2bedroom
deposit special
$150.00/person
Until 3/31/14

to open their minds to a new style of
music.
Also, this will benefit them culturally with hearing and getting to understand the different styles of music
from different cultures, Crews said.
Crews also said that this is an opportunity for students to increase
their knowledge and experiences. The
Doudna Theatre only seats 175 people, which allows those in attendance
to get the full effect of the RVSQ
sound in such an intimate setting.
There is a number of ways Doudna can find performers: agents calling the center directly, seeing artists
at conferences and through word of
mouth.
For this concert, it seemed to be a

case of perfect timing, Crews said.
There was an opening for an event
in the theater and the performers
found a gap in their touring schedule, so it was a great opportunity for
both parties, he said.
The performance is supported by
the EIU Classical Music Series Endowment Fund and is a Doudna Fine
Arts Center New and Emerging Artist series program.
Tickets for the performance are
$7 for students, $12 for seniors and
Eastern employees, and $15 for general.
Karlie Schoenbeck can
be reached at 581-2812
or kaschoenbeck@eiu.edu.

217-348-8249
Still looking for that perfect
place this summer or fall?

We have NEW 1 and 2 Bedroom apartments
super close to campus
and GREAT 1 & 3 Bedroom apartments
across from Old Main
Check out our website at ppwrentals.com
to see all we can offer you!
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Saving man’s best friend

CUPB to reconvene
for budget cut talks
Staff Report
The various Council on University
Planning and Budgeting subcommittees will meet Friday to further review
programs and other things, which
could be enhanced or cut to make of
for the $7 million President Perry said
need to be trimmed down.
The student affairs subcommittee
will meet at 2 p.m. in Room 3108 in
Blair Hall.
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The academic affairs subcommittee
will meet at 2 p.m. in Room 4515 in
Booth Library.
The business affairs, president’s
area and university advancement subcommittee will meet at 8:30 a.m. in
Room 4015 in Lumpkin Hall.
The committees will convene together April 3 to review and decide
on what the final recommendations
might be.

Domestic abuse to be
focus of performances
New group strives
to be informative
while entertaining
By Chris Widdel
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
A fairly new organization wants the
campus to have a conversation with a
talk show theme – specifically on domestic abuse.
Untold Truth is going to perform
“The Forbidden Fruit,” using fine arts to
talk about domestic abuse with the help
from the Housing, Outreach, Prevention, Education foundation.
“The Forbidden Fruit” will be performed at 8:15 p.m. Thursday at Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union in the
Seventh Street Underground.
Untold Truth members want to bring
a diverse group of people to the event
and have a conversation about domestic
abuse, said Matthew Covington, a freshman undecided major and a member of
Untold Truth.
The event is free to anyone who wants
to learn more about domestic abuse in a
different way.
“We want to be informative but entertainment,” Covington said.
The event is going to have singing,
dancing, poetry, and have the HOPE
foundation give advise to anyone.
Untold Truth, a new organization on
campus that started this semester, is trying to tackle this kind of problem in so-

ciety in a different way by being creative
about informing students, and by having
a series of performances, Covington said.
Each performance is going to tell a
story about a man and a woman. The
performances are going to have a different kind of performing-art to tell the story of both the man and the woman.
Ending the night there will be open
questions to the HOPE foundation.
The idea of calling it the Forbidden
Fruit, is just like the performance, Covington said. It’s about telling the audience both sides of the story.
“It was hard giving the
m a l e s p e r c e p t i o n ,” C o v i n g ton said. “With the fact you
never know what the male is
t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h i s t o p i c .”
Star ting this semester, Untold
Truth only has six members to
the group. With the help of the
HOPE foundation, they were able
to do this event for the student
body. Covington hopes that from
this event, Untold Truth can grow
and become diverse. Plus it would
make it easy for them to create
more events just like this one, he
said.
“We hope everyone enjoys the
performance, and help start a conversation about domestic abuse,”
Covington said.
Chris Widdel can
be reached at 581-2812
or ccwiddel@eiu.edu.
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Jessica Pierce, a bioethicist and author of “The Last Walk: Reflections on Our Pets at the End of Their Lives,”
speaks about the culture of using euthanasia on animals and the issues pet owners must face with the
death of their animal companions Wednesday in the Lecture Hall of the Doudna Fine Arts Center. Pierce said
euthanasia is off the table for humans but for animals, it is seen as a kindness. She said she thinks euthanasia is overused on animals. There is often a middle ground, such as alternative medicines and hospice care
for animals, in between the “euthanasia or nothing” diagnosis, Pierce said.

CAA to vote on course revision
By Jack Cruikshank
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs will
vote on only one proposal at its meeting
at 3:15 p.m. Thursday in the Martinsville Room of the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
Misty Rhoads, the chairperson of the
CAA, said the group will discuss ongoing learning goal revisions and implementations at its CAA Processes Team
meeting at 2 p.m., before the full CAA
meeting.
During the full meeting, the council
will vote on a proposal to revise a course
within the Communication Studies department.
According to the course revision proposal, the department is proposing the
revision because of the Internet’s constant evolution and its impact on the
communication program.
“While the growth of the Internet and
social media has an impact in many dis-

ciplines, it has a unique impact on communication,” the proposal states.
The proposal said the integration of
communication within certain fields is
changing rapidly.
Fields such as broadcasting, interpersonal communication and intercultural
communication center on the development of online communities as well as
using the Internet in other ways to produce one’s craft, the proposal said.
“The focus of the course is to create
communication professionals equipped
to function in today’s high-tech environments,” the proposal states. “Students
need to be informed on the basic understanding of the theory, technology, skills,
and processes in order to effectively function in any work environment.”
As well as discussing and voting on
the communication course revision, the
CAA will use its executive action to approve three memorandums from Harold
Ornes, the dean of the College of Sciences.

BINGO

@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity

615 7th Street

Non-members can play

$1.00 Drafts
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217-345-2012
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.

217-581-2816

One of the memorandums will revise
the option electives in the Biological Sciences: Environmental Biology Option.
The next memorandum will allow
students to take ECN 2801G, Principles
of Macroeconomics, in order to transfer
engineering credits to Southern Illinois
University- Carbondale.
The final memorandum will be to
include PLS 3513, Politics and the Legal Process, as an elective as a part of the
public law and political theory electives
list within the International Studies option of political science.
The ongoing learning goals revisions
have been the focus of recent workshops
on campus to integrate the goals into the
Eastern campus and its faculty.
The final of the six workshops will
take place at 10 a.m. Tuesday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the Union.
Jack Cruikshank can
be reached at 581-2812
or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Everyone’s first reaction

Student
elections
need to be
priority
Elections should be taken seriously – especially by those who it affects the most. With that said,
Student Senate elections are quickly approaching –
faster than students might think.
While all but one position is unopposed, it still
should behoove students to make sure they know
who the candidates are and what their platform is.
Even though there is not contention between
candidates, that does not mean the election is
locked. The entire democratic process relies on students voting and being able to freely voice their
opinions. That’s why if someone is running unopposed, make sure to know what his or her positions
and values are. Maybe you think you can do better.
Maybe you have a better, more efficient way of doing the job.
Do not mistake an unopposed candidate as the
best option. There can always be better. At the very
least, if you know what is going on with your campus, you are more likely to stay connected.
Politics is not something that will be left behind
once the caps are thrown and you walk across the
stage for graduation. It follows you for your entire
life. The whole country is shaped around a political statement.
That’s why it’s important to start making headway on the races now. It will help you come the
future.
With there only being two candidates running
against each other, the ballot will be a bit skimpy
this time around. Student Senate Speaker Brandon
Goodman and Lauren Price, the vice chairwoman for the Student Action Team, are both vying for
the executive vice president position.
With only two candidates to really choose from,
this is where most of your focus should begin. For
the meantime, the other positions are running unopposed and will win with or without your vote cast.
But for executive vice president, that’s a whole
new ballgame. These are the two people who your
votes will matter.
The student senate is one of the voices of the
students. The only way your voice will be heard
through them is if you cast your vote, if you make
a stand. It’s not too difficult. It just takes a bit of research.
In the end, it will be worth it, because it will be
your voice that helps shape Eastern. You’re here
for four years, at minimum for most, so you better make it count. One of the best ways is through
making sure you have the people leading you that
you want. Otherwise, there’s no point. If the senate
does not fully represent you, it should be your duty
to make sure that changes. The first change comes
with the first ballot.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

W

rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing
this, The Daily Eastern News provides
a place for you to say it every day.

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be
brought in with identification to The DEN or sent
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

For extended letters and
forums for all content visit
dailyeasternnews.com

Editorial Board

Editor in Chief
Dominic Renzetti
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Feminists can read ‘Fifty Shades of Grey’
Warning, spoiler alert.
For those of you that haven’t read “Fifty Shades of Grey,” let me give you the lowdown. Anastasia Steele, a shy, introverted,
soon-to-be college graduate meets Christian
Grey, CEO and master of his own destiny.
As they begin their relationship, it comes
to light that Christian is into BDSM: Bondage and Discipline/Domination and Submission/Sadism and Masochism.
This kind of controlling sex life leads to
problems in the story and created a backlash
from the feminist community.
It’s been said that their relationship is toxic, showing signs of severe abuse and lack of
respect and equality. On the surface, their
relationship does seem to be controlling- but
that’s the point.
Christian made it explicitly clear that he
was only interested in having Anastasia as a
submissive in the beginning, which, by definition, means she would have to be obedient
and compliant in all ways outlined by him.
She gives it consideration fully knowing
what it means. The most important part of
the deal he offers Anastasia is that she has the
option to decline or stop the relationship at
any time, with the ability to make amendments to any part of their arrangement.

Jordan Prats
A girlfriend in an abusive relationship
wouldn’t have that opportunity. In the end,
she is the one with the power, not Christian.
This is important to remember. The
“abuse” that feminist writers describe through
examples of Christian controlling who Ana
sees, when she eats and what she wears- these
are parts of the Dom/sub contract that Christian is used to- he doesn’t know any better.
Those aren’t the requirements of their
romantic relationship because yes, that would
be abuse.
But, the essence of a BDSM relationship
is that one person has control over the other,
and it is for the benefit and pleasure of both
the Dom and the Sub.
When they begin their romantic relationship, Christian learns over time to relax and
control his need to punish, while Ana stands

up for herself and becomes increasingly independent.
They work together to become a normal,
protective couple instead of a textbook abusive one.
Yes, male dominance is a common theme
and an issue in the media and workplace, but
between two consenting adults in the bedroom, does it matter who’s “on top?”
I am a feminist, and I say no, it doesn’t
matter. You like what you like in sex, and if
you can find someone else that compliments
that and is willing, then let your freak flags
fly.
The number one rule of feminism, as far
as I’ve learned, is that you have every right to
be comfortable and confident in whom you
are with the expectation of being treated with
respect.
If being who you are includes getting tied
up and spanked in the privacy of your own
room, then be proud that you’re in touch
with yourself and know what you want out
of your relationships, even if they don’t seem
kosher on the surface.
Jordan Prats is a freshman sociology major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or DENopinions@gmail.com

Be friendly; make a positive difference
Sometimes we don’t realize the impact of
a simple friendly smile. Have you ever had
a day when you did not want to be bothered or had your mind mandated and frustrated with issues? Then, someone crossed
your path, smiled at you, gave you a compliment, or held the door open for you to walk
through.
That person made your day.
When I graduated from high school, we
were told to make a difference everywhere
we go. I thought to myself, what does it
mean to make a difference?
Does it mean to make a difference to
stand out and make an impact? I pondered
many times on how I was making a difference in the lives of others. I want to make a
positive impact on the lives of others wherever I go. I want the work that I do to help
others.
On Eastern’s campus, there are many
opportunities to make a difference, Rachel
Fisher, who is the volunteer specialist,
encourages students to get involved with
Managing Editor
Bob Galuski

Tania Stanford
volunteering, She even goes the extra mile to
drive you if you need her too.
Volunteering is making a difference in the
life of others, because we are being a service
to them. There are also ways that you can
be a service to others without having to go
somewhere off campus.
We can make a difference every day, so
that there will be no excuse. You can smile
at someone; hold a door open for the person behind you or the person that you see
carrying a huge load. You can pick up trash
off the ground. You could even volunteer
to help someone who is struggling in a class

Associate News Editor
Jarad Jarmon

Online Editor
Jason Howell

that you are excelling in, or by encouraging instructors and students in what they are
doing.
I’m sure you can think of others way to
make difference here on campus, and implement them in your lives if you haven’t
already. Anytime we do these things, we are
giving ourselves, and it is impacting others
and the community in a good way.
Once we make it a daily habit, we will
wake up everyday asking, how can I make a
difference? When we do this, we should do
it without expecting a reward. The rewards
are eternal.
So, speak to strangers. Write a letter to
someone letting someone know how much
you appreciate him or her. Offer your service. Listen to others.
Go make a difference in the world.
Tania Stanford is a junior sociology major.
She can be reached at 581-2812
or DENopinions@gmail.com

Opinions Editor
Kyle Daubs
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RHA to elect board
for next school year
By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter
The Residence Hall Association
will be electing their 2014-2015
executive board at 7 p.m. Thursday
in the basement of Lawson Hall.
The president, vice president,
national-Illinois communications
coordinator, secretary and treasurer positions will be decided at the
meeting.
Kyle Anderson, a Ford RHA representative, is running unopposed
for the RHA treasurer election, the
only election this year with only
one uncontested position.
The RHA representatives can
still vote “no confidence” against
Anderson.
The treasurer is in charge of
maintaining the budget as well as
being the RHA representative for
the Homecoming Committee.
Mathew Wilkie, a Weller Hall
representative, and Christina
Lauff, the current national and Illinois communication coordinator, are running for the presidency, which involves being the face
of the organization and running
the weekly meetings with the representatives.
Kadie Peterson, an Andre ws
Hall representative, Gabriela Miranda, the McKinney Hall president, and Jack Cr uikshank, a
Thomas Hall representative, were

»
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nominated for the vice presidency. This position will require whoever is elected to oversee the RHA
c o m m i t t e e s , p l a n a n d p re p a re
ROCFest and Social Justice and
Diversity Week.
Miranda and Cruikshank are
also nominated to become the national and Illinois communications
coordinator along with Jordan Sullivan, the Weller President.
The NCC represents Eastern in
conference across the country. The
person also plans the trips to these
conferences like the National Association of College and University
Residence Halls.
Cruikshank and Peterson are
also nominated for RHA Secretary
along with Alex Salem, a health
studies major and Thalia Fredrick, a Pemberton Hall representative. This position is most contested. The secretary takes the minutes
for the meeting as well as prepares
for the RHA retreat to Camp New
Hope.
Each of the candidates will have
3 minutes to present their platform
followed by a 5-minute question
and answer period. After a discussion between the candidates, representatives will decide their new executive board.
Jarad Jarmon can
be reached at 581-2812
or jsjarmon@eiu.edu
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Tracey Armstrong, a freshman sociology major was persuaded by her friends to go on stage and read her own poetry. After a few humorous mic tests, she read “Lost and Found,” and received a lot of positive feedback compared
to other participants. This was her second time reading her poetry onstage.

»
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Groves said that this will be something
that continues on after he is gone and that
he’d hope the next coordinator can make
the events even bigger and better than he
did.
“I would advise whoever takes over next
year to plan ahead, have good ideas and lis-

ten to the students, because that’s who all
of this is for, the students,” Groves said.
The amount of students both on stage
and in attendance was not lost on Groves,
either. And while the talent on stage was
neither better nor worse than past events,
he said it was all just fun.

“There were many performers,” said
Groves, “Enjoyable or not I applaud them
all.”

30-day payment cycle.
“The rating agencies are sending positive
signals for the first time in recent memory,” he said.
With harsh cuts looming, Quinn also
promised several aspects of what he will not
do in the coming years. He will not institute any new, “unfair” taxes on everyday
services that working people rely on.
“It hurts working families the most to tax
basic services like going to the Laundromat,
like taking your child to daycare, like visiting

the barbershop, or taking your dog to the
vet,” he said. “We should not create a new
and unfair tax burden on everyday families
and the small businesses that serve them.”
He also stated he would not tax retirement income, including social security
checks.
“We shouldn’t balance our budget on
the backs of our senior citizens,” he said.
Finally, he said he would not underfund
schools and shift more of the property tax
burden onto homeowners in local school

districts.
“Cutting state education funding not
only shortchanges our children. It increases
the burden on school districts whose funding is dependent on local property taxes,”
he said. Make no mistake - cuts to state
funding for education will dramatically increase local property taxes on families and
businesses.”

Camm Nicholson can
be reached at 581-2812
or cdnicholson@eiu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Although Quinn pointed out that since
he became governor, he has made every
single pension payment, he also boasted
about the “urgently-needed comprehensive pension reform” passed last year. The
reform, he said, will “preserve the hardearned pensions of our workers while eliminating the pension debt over the next 30
years.”
Along with the pensions, Quinn also
brought up the contract agreement with
public employee unions, a contract he

called “unprecedented.
“After 15 hard months at the bargaining table, we reached a landmark three-year
agreement that is saving Illinois taxpayers
more than $900 million in healthcare costs
over the life of the contract,” he said. “That
is unprecedented. No governor in the last
four decades has been able to achieve that
kind of savings for our taxpayers.”
Along with the contract, Quinn also
said Illinois has paid down $5 billion in
bills and is “well on our way” to returning a

BUCHANAN STREET
A PA R T M E N T S
NOW LEASING FOR FALL
2014-2015

1, 2, & 3
BEDROOM
APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE
*close to campus
*plenty of off-street
parking
*water/trash included

21 7 - 3 4 5 - 1 2 6 6
BuchananSt.com

Bob Galuski can be reached at
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Where Theatre Happens
Presents

The Ultimate Getaway:

Other Worlds:
A Co llection o f
Short Pieces directed by
Diana Allen and Tony Cox

March 28, 29 at 7:00pm
March 30 at 2pm

A reader’s theatre production
dedicated to science fiction and
fantasy, including a selection
of essays, short plays, and even
videos from local authors and
artists.
Tickets:

General Admission: $8; Children 12 and Younger Free

(Free or reduced-price tickets are available for those financially unable to pay)

Available at 217.345.2287 or at the door
Charleston Alley Theatre, 718 Monroe,
One Hour Before Curtain
Off the Square and Down the Alley

www.charlestonalleytheatre.com

Call in your news tips
at 581-7942
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Help wanted

Cupcake Truck season help, April-November, 11-6 p.m., 235-4361
__________________________3/28
Part Time, 25 hrs per week, technical
support. Fun place to work and build
your resume. Apply online www.staffsolutions.biz or call 217-238-5300.
__________________________3/28
Great summer job! Top pay lifeguards
- all Chicago suburbs. No experience
necessary-will train and certify. Look
for an application on our website
www.poolguards.com (630) 692-1500
ext. 103 Email: work@spmspools.com
___________________________4/1

Roommates
Graduate student seeking roommate
for 2014-2015 school year. Preferably
female. Contact Cara 217-714-2875.
__________________________3/28

For rent

CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUNDA!
1812 9TH ST. 2, 3, 4 BEDROOMS
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15! ALSO, 1205
GRANT - RENT NOW! SAMMYRENTALS.COM CALL OR TEXT 549-4011
__________________________3/28
Close to campus, attractive quiet & affordable 2 bdrm. $300 per person. Call
or text 217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048.
__________________________3/28
Half block to Rec Center, nice 1,2,3
bdrm. units, recently remodeled. Call
or text 217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048.
__________________________3/28
Large 1 & 2 BR Apts. For Rent, Fall
2014. Pet Friendly. All Inclusive. Call
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820.
__________________________3/28
CALL NOW! Reasonable 1 & 2 BR apartments, across from Buzzard/Doudna.
217-345-2416
__________________________3/28
Nice 3 and 6 BR houses. Fall ‘14 A/C,
W/D, Dishwasher, trash pd. Close to
EIU. $300/ person call or text Bobby
847-826-5626
__________________________3/28
3 bedroom, 11 month lease, $235
each, w/d, 1521 1st St. Call: 217-5497031
__________________________3/28
4-5 bedroom house, 1109 4th St.
$280/person. 345-6257.
__________________________3/28
BOWERS RENTALS 3 and 4 BR homes
in great locations! Prices starting at
$300/month. Look at 1703 12th or
1531 Division #2. Call 217-345-4001 or
visit eiuliving.com.
__________________________3/28
Fall 2014 1 bedroom, 1 bath apt. east
of campus - all inclusive plans available! rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________3/28
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of
campus - all inclusive plans available!
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________3/28
Huge one and two BR apts. Best prices,
call us first. Trash, water, central air, fitness center, walk-in closets. 815-6003129 leave message
__________________________3/28
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT
$30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
__________________________3/31

For rent
MARCH MADNESS!!! Huge Fully-Furnished Floor Plans! $400 and up - All
Inclusive! You pick the 9th or 7th St.
location! Campus Edge, Panther
Heights, The Courtyard, or Century
Crossing! Call today for your apartment showing! 217-345-RENT, www.
unique-properties.net. Hurry, offer
ends March 31st!
__________________________3/31
Properties available on 7th St., 2 blocks
from campus. 6 BR houses (The Dollhouse-girls) and 4 BR and studio apartments with some utilities paid. Call
217-728-8709.
__________________________3/31
Discounts on 4, 5 and 6 BR houses! EIUStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595.
__________________________3/31
1 and 2 bedroom for Fall EIUStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595.
__________________________3/31
MELROSE AND BROOKLYN APTS still
have 2 bedroom 2 bath apartments
available! Don’t forget to use the coupon from the Campus Special booklet
to help you rent your dream apartment! 217-345-5515,
www.melroseonfourth.com
__________________________3/31
3 bedroom apartments for rent, the
best layout in town. Orchard Park
Apartments. Eastern Illinois properties
217-345-6210. www.eiuprops.com
__________________________3/31
Available in June, 1 bedroom apartment, quiet neighborhood, hardwood
floors, good condition, good parking,
pets allowed! Call Todd 217-840-6427
__________________________3/31
1 Bedroom apartments available.
$450-$500 per month, all utilities included. Eastern Illinois Properties 213345-6210. www.eiuprops.com
__________________________3/31
6 month lease available. Call for more
details. Eastern Illinois Properties. 217345-6210
__________________________3/31
2-3 bedroom duplexes on 12th, 10
month lease, Call Coon Rentals at 217348-7872
__________________________3/31
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, affordable, locally owned and managed.
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals.
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/31
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments,
available now, June, or August. Furnished or unfurnished. Laundry,
A/C, clean, and affordable. Close to
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams
Rentals. www.jwilliamsrentals.com
__________________________3/31
Studio apartment close to campus.
Nice, clean, water and trash included.
No Pets! $250. 217-259-9772
__________________________3/31
5-7 bedroom houses available. You
name the price. Call for showing. Eastern Illinois Properties. 217-345-6210.
www.eiuprops.com
__________________________3/31
Available for 2014: 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR
Apts. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Undergrads. www.woodrentals.com.
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 3454489.
__________________________3/31
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For rent
June or August: 2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances,
trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
August: 3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All
appliances and dishwasher, water &
trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
July or August: 2 BR apts. 955 4th St. All appliances, with dishwasher, garage, water & trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D, trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
June or August: 1 BR deluxe apts. 117
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Arthur Ave, all appliances, with W/D &
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
June: 2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove,
fridge, dishwasher, w/d hookup, trash
pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________3/31
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for
2014-15 school year. $185 per student
for a 10 month lease, no pets. Call 3453664.
__________________________3/31
Litteken Rentals. 217-276-6867 1, 2, 3,
4 BR apts. July - Aug. availability.
www.littekenrentals.com
__________________________3/31
Very nice 6 bedroom, 3 bath house behind Family Video with dishwasher,
w/d, 4 separate bathroom vanities, excellent parking. 4 people $350 each; 5
people $325 each; 6 people $300 each.
myeiuhome.com, 217-493-7559.
___________________________4/1
For fall very nice 3 bed 2 bath duplex
with 3 separate vanities, w/d and dishwasher in unit, on campus side of 12th
street. 217-493-7559 myeiuhome.com
___________________________4/1
4 bd. room home. close to Morton
Park. 295/mo/bd. big yard. CA/W/D.
Call or text 217-273-72700
___________________________4/2
Available both Summer and Fall
2014: one four-bedroom house, one
two and three bedroom apartments,
fully furnished. Lincoln and Division
street locations. Washer/dryer and
major appliances included. Pet
friendly. Some units w/ cathedral
ceilings, mixed ceramic, wood flooring. Affordably priced. Call 217-5086757 or eiuhousing@gmail.com for
additional information, or to schedule a tour.
___________________________4/2
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 BR,
2 1/2 bath, laundry in unit, balcony, &
garage. $1185/mo ($395/student). Single BR also available. Call now, 630505-8374.
___________________________4/3
Nice house for rent. 1526 3rd Street.
Fall 2014-2015, 4 bedroom. Washer/
Dyer, Central Air, Front Porch, Large
Yard, High Efficiency Furnace. 300 a
month per person. Call 217-549-5402
___________________________4/4

For rent
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES For
3-5 persons, unbeatable floor plan, 3 &
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free
trash and parking, low utility bills, local
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 /
person. Available Fall 2014, lease
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________4/4
Discounts on 3, 4, 5 BR houses. Close
to campus. Appliances and trash included. 217-649-6508,
www.keslerodle.com
__________________________4/10
Nice 4 bedroom house, 10 month
lease, A/C dishwasher, off street parking, $300 per bedroom. 217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Large 3, 4, 5 bedroom houses. A/c, 10
month lease, dishwasher, W/D. 217273-1395
__________________________4/15
3-4 BR 2 BA. W/D, $225/person. 1210
Division- across from park. 345-5541,
Larry.
__________________________4/25
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact us
at www.ppwrentals.com,
217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3
bedroom apts., one block north of Old
Main on 6th Street.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher,
microwave, major appliances, central
heat and a/c. Call us for more details.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS located in “The Fields,” 3 blocks from
campus, available August 2014.
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave,
major appliances, central heat and a/c.
All apts. are less than 5 years old.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746
___________________________5/5
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL! APT
WITH 1 BR LOFT, FURNISHED. $385/
MONTH FOR 10 MONTHS. 1/2 DUPLEX,
1 BLOCK NORTH OF OBRIEN FIELD. FOR
SCHOOL YEAR 2014-15. CALL JAN 3458350
___________________________5/5
2014 Fall semester 3 Bed, 2 Bath house.
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or
text 1710 11th Street.
___________________________5/5
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APARTMENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 217-4937559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2,
& 3 BR apartments. Water and trash
included. Plenty of off-street parking. Call 345-1266 or go to our website, www.BuchananSt.com.
___________________________5/5
Special-Special-Special- Our beautiful houses 1/2 block from the Rec
Center, are available at very low
rates! Call us before you sign-up; we
will save you money. 217-345-5048
___________________________5/5

1, 2, 3 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
*Quiet
locations

For appointment
Phone
217- 348- 7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.
25+ years of proven rental management
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4
Call for an
appointment!

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
www.woodrentals.com

Recognize yourself in the
Daily Eastern News?

Find and purchase your photos at
denphotos.smugmug.com!

The Eastern’s
Vehicle:
literary journal
Submit your creative prose,
poetry and plays to
The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com
Want to save trees?
Check us out online!

EMAIL BLAST!

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! Sign up today at DENnews.com!
www.dennews.com

Check back on Friday
for our Verge Edition
to find out about
the latest in
entertainment!
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Taylor leads Panthers to comeback win
Eastern beats
Saint Louis 9-7
By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
Heading to the plate in the bottom of
the eighth inning with the Eastern baseball team trailing 7-6, red-shirt sophomore Demetre Taylor was looking to
play the role of a hero for the Panthers.
With two Panthers on base and two
outs, Taylor hit a line drive over the Saint
Louis left fielder’s head and into the corner, which drove in Mitch Gasbarro and
Jacob Reese, giving the Panthers their
first lead of the game at 8-7.
The Panthers would add an insurance run later in the inning, when Jason
Scholl hit a single to the right side, driving in Taylor to give Eastern a 9-7 lead.
Eastern won its second straight game
in Coaches Stadium and improved to
7-17 overall, while the Billikens saw their
five-game winning streak come to a close
as they dropped to 14-9.
Troy Barton came into the game in
the top of the ninth inning to close it out
for the Panthers.
He allowed a single to Billikens’
catcher Colton Frabasilio, struck out
Danny Brennan and then forced Drew
Curtis to ground into a game-ending
6-4-3 double play.
Taylor, who ended the game 3-for-5
with a double and two RBIs, said head-

ing into the final at bat his mindset was
simple.
Eastern coach Jim Schmitz said Taylor
is starting to become accustom to being
up at the plate in RBI situations.
“He is young to the game of baseball,”
Schmitz said. “He is starting to really like
that role and starting to do well in it. It
is nice to have a guy that likes to knock
in runs.”
Before the comeback, the Panthers
trailed 6-0, entering the bottom of the
third inning.
The Billikens batted around in the
second and third innings, as they went
ahead by six.
In the third inning with the bases
loaded, Eastern pitcher Christian Slasinik walked Drew Curtis and then hit
Danny Mannion in the back with a fastball, adding two more runs for the Billikens, giving them a 6-0 lead.
In the bottom of the third, the Panthers would add three runs of their own,
one of which came off a Cameron Berra
RBI-groundout.
Eastern outscored Saint Louis 9-1 in
the final six innings.
Schmitz said the comeback win happened because the Panthers have been used
to being behind in games this season.
“We seem to have a pretty good approach at trying to get runs,” he said.
“They don’t just give in runs and go up
there and go up there and hack away. I
don’t think any team quits, but their approach to the game late in the game is
to get back in it and they know how to
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Jacob Reese, a senior catcher, slides into home to score a run during the fourth inning Wednesday at Coaches
Stadium against Saint Louis University. The Panthers won 9 - 7.

do that, so I was really happy with that.”
Joe Greenfield earned the win for the
Panthers, pitching one inning and only
allowing one hit in relief. Greenfield improved his record to 3-1 on the season.

Zach Girrens earned the loss with allowing three runs in one inning of work
and fell to 0-2 on the season.
The Panthers will be back at home on
Friday, when they host Jacksonville State

for a three-game weekend series.
Bob Reynolds can
be reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu .

Replacing Garoppolo is daunting task
Let the competition begin.
The Eastern football team started spring practice Tuesday and the
massive question mark overhanging
the Panthers’ search for a three-peat
as Ohio Valley Conference champions is who will be taking snaps under center on Aug. 28 at Minnesota?
A question Eastern has not had
in four seasons.
Who dares replace Jimmy Garoppolo?
He was the 2013 Walter Payton Award winner, a possible firstround pick in this year’s NFL draft,
the only constant this university has
had aside from its declining enrollment (it’s a tossup which one is truly more detrimental).
And so begins the list.
For starters, Andrew Manley had
the first crack at filling the void of
No. 10, being the first to take the
snaps Tuesday.
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But first-year coach Kim Dameron assured it was simply because
Manley is the lone senior at the position.
Not to diminish Manley’s case,
however.
Manley came to Eastern as a redshirt transfer from New Mexico
State last season.
The Wahiawa, Hawaii, native
started all 12 games for the Aggies in 2012 at the FBS level in the
Western Athletic Conference, where
he amassed 2,764 passing yards and
18 touchdowns, sixth and seventh
on their single-season passing list,
respectively.
Last season, though, he only
made five appearances as the thirdstring quarterback.
Ben Krol took the job as backup
quarterback in the Panthers’ 12-2
title-contending run.
He saw action in eight games,
which he completed 16-of-27 passes

Anthony Catezone
@AnthonyCatz
for 140 yards, with neither a touchdown nor an interception.
Krol is a 6-foot-6 247-pound
red-shirt junior out of Marian Central Catholic High School.
Chances are one of the two aforementioned upperclassmen will call
the starting job theirs come August.
But just for fun, let’s juggle the options, anyway.
A plethora of underclassmen follow with Rochester product Austin Green being the last of the returning quarterbacks from former

coach Dino Babers’ squad, an offense which no longer applies.
Green led Rochester High School
to its third out of four straight
IHSA Class 4A State Championships in 2012, beating now teammate Sean Hussey in the process.
Hussey, Charleston High School’s
record-holding passer, led the Trojans to two consecutive playoff appearances with a 20-4 record, also
receiving All-State honors.
However, Hussey’s Trojans lost to
Green’s Rockets, the eventual champion, in the second round of the
2012 playoffs.
Hussey transferred to Eastern after spending one season at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign working with the quarterbacks and also as a scout team receiver as a walk-on.
A decision on the starter will be
reached in August, but that is also
when two more incoming freshman

will join the Panthers for their 2014
season.
Je r e m y Jo s e p h , a 6 - f o o t - 7 ,
225-pound quarterback/defensive end out of Lee Scott Academy
in Auburn, Ala., signed with Eastern on Feb. 4, according to Yahoo!
Sports.
Also, Jared Pilson, the recordsetting passer from Mattoon High
School, rounds out the bunch as announced he would join Eastern after being invited as a walk-on.
Headaches? Understandable.
There are a lot of names to take in.
But be happy you’re not any of
the six quarterbacks on Eastern’s
roster. The only name their thinking of is one: Jimmy Garoppolo.
Now, trying to replace him —
that’s a headache.

helped this season.
“That really got me mentally strong
this year – going through that last year
that really got me through this year,” he
said.

Those words kept him going
through the season, which he said
some players might not have been able
to achieve.
“I didn’t give up, I didn’t stop,”
Demetre said. “My brother and my
mother are the two main people that
motivate me to strive for greatness.”
Now, he goes to every game still
thinking about home, but no longer
is tormented by the violence that consumed his family last year. Demetre
still thinks about his family, his home
and his city, trying to represent them as
best he can.
“This is bigger than baseball,” he
said. “When I go out on the field, I’m
not only representing myself, I’m representing my family, my mother, my
brother and Tampa. Even though it’s a
bad neighborhood, that’s my neighborhood that’s where I’m from.”

Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.
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The Panthers were 4-13 in OVC
play, needing to win most of their conference games that remained if they
wanted to reach the postseason tournament.
Demetre does not remember if he
had a good game or a bad game, all he
remembers is Eastern’s 2-1 loss that Friday night, April 26, 2013.
Following the game, he returned to
his hotel room, turned on his TV and
began watching SportsCenter.
Coming off a close loss never feels
good, but he had another bad feeling
on his way to the hotel
“A bad vibe,” Demetre said.
Then, while watching SportsCenter
he picked up his phone, answering his
mother’s call.
A one-run loss suddenly meant
nothing to him.
“She wasn’t really crying this time,
she was more overwhelmed,” he said.
“She told me that my cousin Paul had
been shot and killed.”
Paul Thorpe, 21, dead.

“All I know is someone came up behind him and shot him in the head,”
Demetre said. “I don’t know if it was
gang-related because I wasn’t there, but
knowing Tampa it probably was.”
Demetre’s body was frozen, like he
had just jumped into an ice bath after
he found out about his cousin’s death,
he said.
“I was just like ‘what the f---, first
my brother and now my cousin, Paul,’”
Demetre said. “It was unreal. I thought
it had to be a dream.”
But sadly it was no dream — it was
a real-life nightmare. Not wanting to
believe it was true, Demetre said he
told his coach and then went straight
to sleep, wishing that it were a dream.
The next morning his father called
and confirmed the news. Still in
shock he left his hotel room, Demetre said.
“I just went for a walk in Tennessee,” he said. “I didn’t know where I
was going, but I just walked for about
an hour or two. I still remember that

it was raining, but at the time I didn’t
care. I was just emotionally tired.”
A little more than three inches of
rain fell on that Saturday in Nashville,
Tenn., as he walked around feeling as
though a blade had slashed through his
heart.
He played the second game of the
series, driving in a run, helping Eastern win 3-1, but it wasn’t the same anymore. He was there physically, but his
mind was no longer present.
After both tragedies, he said the only
people who knew were his coaches.
He kept to himself for the remainder of the season, some moments
breaking down, crying between innings. All the while, holding everything inside.
“All the things I had to go through
last year, that mentally f---ed me,”
Demetre said. “I told my coach some
bits and pieces, but I didn’t tell any of
my teammates.”
Through the adversity he has faced
within the year, Demetre said it has

***

In December 2013, when Demetre
Taylor went back home for Christmas,
he realized how military families must
feel when they are reunited.
“The first thing I did was give my
brother a hug,” he said. “I don’t know
exactly how families with service members feel like, but I can get the gist of
it being able to see your family again.”
Similar to the first words his brother told him, Demetre’s parents followed
with the same message: there is nothing good for you in Tampa.
“My mother didn’t want me to go
back to Tampa because she knew I
would get really emotional,” he said.
“She didn’t want me to cry. My momma told me, ‘Don’t cry, don’t shed one
tear. Remember who you’re playing for
and remember what you’re playing for.”

Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiuedu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU baseball wins its second straight game in Coaches Stadium, as the Panthers beat Saint Louis 9-7.
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Redshirt sophomore Demetre Taylor underwent a freshmen season that saw one family member pass away and another suffer five gunshot wounds. Entering his second season on the Eastern
baseball team, he has overcome the mental hurdles in his way.

BIGGER THAN THE GAME

Eastern baseball player battles through family tragedies
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

D

emetre Taylor had just finished extra batting practice with his Eastern baseball teammate Trey Russell, when he entered the locker room and discovered he had seven missed calls and text messages from
his mother and younger brother.
“I was only gone for an hour, so when I saw the missed calls and texts, I knew something was wrong,” Taylor said.
In March 2013, less than a month into his first season with Eastern, Taylor was ready to go back to his family in Tampa, Fla., as baseball no longer seemed important at the moment.
“You know how a mother knows when there’s something wrong with her child? That’s how I know when there’s something wrong with her,” Taylor said. “She was crying and I asked what was wrong.”
His mother, Joyce Taylor, could not finish telling Demetre over the phone that his brother John Taylor had been shot five times — once in the leg and four times in his back — a bullet piercing inches from
his spine.
His other brother Michael called next, explaining what had happened. Calls continued to come in, but Demetre could not handle it anymore.
“One by one family kept calling me, calling me, calling me, so after a while I just turned my phone off — I just wanted to talk to my brother and I couldn’t,” Demetre said.
He was helpless, stranded in central
Illinois, nearly 1,000 miles away from
his wounded brother, who was in critical condition fighting for his life in the
hospital.
“The toughest part was that I
wasn’t there; I wasn’t with my family; I
couldn’t see my brother,” he said.
Demetre and John have a special
bond, as out of Demetre’s five brothers
and five sisters, John was not only family, but a teammate as well.
Both attended Middleton High
School in Tampa, where they played on
the same football and baseball teams.
Already with a strong bond, it became deeper when they were teammates.
“We became closer during our junior
and senior years of high school because
we played baseball and football together,” Demetre Taylor said.
The two-sport athletes had not seen
each other since Christmas of 2012.
He was stunned. Shaken. Heartbroken.

Demetre called Eastern coach Jim
Schmitz that very night, telling him
what happened. The baseball team had
an early weight-lifting session the next
morning, which Demetre refused to
miss.
“I didn’t want to do anything, I just
wanted to go home, but I knew that my
brother would want me to go to practice,” he said.

***

Demetre Taylor said he is a loudmouth, but the day after he found out
about his brother’s shooting, he remembers keeping to himself, being quiet
throughout the day.
But he had to keep it together, as
Eastern was getting ready to enter its
conference portion of the schedule.
It wasn’t easy for the red-shirt freshman, aside from dealing with struggles at the plate. He had the constant
thought of his brother running through
his head. The mental anxiety became so
great that during games, all of his emotions could not be controlled.

"If I was back home, I would just be another statistic.
I would be in jail, dead or I would have a girl pregnant."
Demetre Taylor, red-shirt sophomore baseball player
“There were times that during my atbats I would have to call time because I
had to wipe tears off my face,” Demetre said. “Other times I would just go
to the back of the dugout and take a
couple of deep breaths and tell myself,
‘OK, it’s time to man up.’”
Meanwhile, John recovered after
spending more than a month in the hospital, where at one point being paralyzed
was a possibility.
“It’s amazing to see him from that, to
seeing him walk and run again,” Demetre said. “Some things, you just have to
question. It just seemed impossible.”
The two brothers finally saw each other again last Christmas, in John’s home
in Tampa.

When the two brothers came faceto-face, John had a clear message for
Demetre.
“The first thing he said to me was,
‘there isn’t anything here, there isn’t anything here in Tampa — you go and ball
out and believe in yourself,’” Demetre
said.

***

Tampa wasn’t the most desirable
place to grow up as a teenager, Demetre said. At Middleton High School,
Demetre said, an average of five police
squads would show up on a daily basis. Nearby was Michael Taylor’s house,
Demetre’s father, where he lived.
Demetre said he is lucky to be at
Eastern, as some of his close friends

from Tampa did not make it to their
21st birthday.
“If I was back home, I would just
be another statistic,” Demetre said. “I
would be in jail, dead or I would have
a girl pregnant.”
He lost a couple of friends — Greg,
who lived close to him and was a football teammate, was gunned down in his
neighborhood. And Watson, who was
stabbed to death.
“I remember my mother and father
telling me there’s nothing back in Tampa,” Demetre said. “They would tell
me, ‘If you go back to Tampa there’s
no getting out. Playing baseball is your
only way out.’”
He did make it out, but nothing
could prepare him for yet another devastating call from his mother less than
two months after his brother’s shooting.

***

The Eastern baseball team had not
been off to a great start in the Ohio Valley Conference, heading into its series
against Belmont in late April.
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